
 

 

      THE CORD 
                     San Luis Rey Fraternity of the 

                         Secular Franciscan Order 

              Mission San Luis Rey, Oceanside, CA. 

                                 www.slr-ofs.org  

         

         Upcoming Gathering on May 6, 2018     

 

❖ Prior to Mass at 10am, bring any Potluck items to the Old Mission Pavilion 
Kelly and Liz will be there to welcome you and receive the Potluck items  

❖ Mass in the Serra Center at 10:00am with the Professions of Joe & Connie 
❖ Potluck to Celebrate Professions to follow in the Old Mission Pavilion 
❖ Meeting of the Fraternity Council to Follow Potluck 

                                                                                      

   
  Future Meetings: 

 
June 3, 2018, July 1, 2018, August 5, 2018, Sept 2, 2018, dates subject to change. 

 

The Month of May is dedicated to Our Lady 
St. Francis was also devoted to Our Lady 

 
Below is the prayer to the Virgin Mary, Theotokos (a Greek word meaning ‘Mother of God’ or ‘God Bearer’). 
Francis’s Devotion to Mary was deeply felt throughout his adult life. The images used in this prayer —
handmaid, mother, spouse — each correspond in Mary’s ministry to one of the persons of the Trinity. 
 

Holy Virgin Mary, 

There is none like you 

among all women on earth. 

You are the daughter and 

handmaid of the Most High King and 

Father in Heaven. 

You are the mother of our most holy Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

You are the spouse of the Holy Spirit. 

Pray for us with Saint Michael the Archangel 

and all the powers of heaven 

and all the saints, 

to your most holy and beloved Son, 

Our lord and Master. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Spirit.  

Amen 
 
 

From page 123 of The Saint Francis Prayer Book, Sweeney. 

http://www.slr-ofs.org/


 

 

Beautiful Happenings at our April 8th Fraternity Gathering –  

The Rite of Admission for Linda, Peter, and Pam 

 

Linda, Peter, and Pam all experienced their Rite of Admission into the Secular Franciscan Order  

at our April Gathering on Sunday, April 8th, 2018 

 

The Rite of Admission celebrates our call to live the Gospel way of life in 

fraternity in the footsteps of St. Francis of Assisi. As our Minister, Donna 

Foley (left) asked Linda, Peter, and Pam what they requested of our 

fraternity.  

They responded, ‘we ask to enter this 

fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order 

so that we may live more intensely and 

faithfully the grace and dedication of our 

Baptism….’  

What a beautiful example of grace by the 

witness of Linda, Peter, and Pam. Sandy 

Baden (right), our Director of Formation 

presented each with a copy of the Secular 

Franciscan Rule as well as a Tau as they 

now enter the final phase of their initial 

formation - Candidacy.     

- Laura Chun, OFS 

 

http://www.slr-ofs.org/reflection-on-living-the-gospel.html
http://www.slr-ofs.org/our-rule.html
http://www.slr-ofs.org/uploads/9/5/5/8/95584600/franciscan_coat_of_arms_and_tau_cross.pdf
http://www.slr-ofs.org/candidacy.html


 

 

Divine Mercy at our April 8th Fraternity Gathering –  

Divine Mercy Sunday 

 
Carol beautifully presented our ongoing formation on Divine 

Mercy Sunday. In the Chapel, Carol led us in the Divine 

Mercy Chaplet, a devotion familiar to some, entirely new to 

others.  

Carol highlighted the centrality of ‘Mercy’ in Franciscan 

spirituality. In his Testament, Francis describes ‘Mercy’ is a 

key element in his own conversion:  

The Lord gave me, Brother Francis, thus to begin doing 

penance in this way: for when I was in sin, it seemed too 

bitter for me to see lepers. 

And the Lord Himself led me among them and I showed 

mercy to them. And when I left them, what had seemed 

bitter to me was turned into sweetness of soul and body. 

And afterwards I delayed a little and left the world 

(Testament, 1:1–3). 

Carol then invited us to feel the social isolation of a leper. 

As we walked from the St. Clare Chapel to the Ibarra room, 

we had ‘clickers’ or bells (or announced verbally, ‘Unclean!) 

so that others could avoid us. We could experience being 

marked, of being ‘set apart’ from the community.  

Carol continued her experiential thought exercise once back 

in our meeting room with an experience of begging as a leper 

would do – keeping in mind a leper’s frail hands, difficult 

mobility, and lack of dexterity. We used bowls of yummy 

cheesy crackers for our exercise, but it did very effectively 

make her point that this was a very difficult life.  

Carol invited us to contemplate an image (right) of St. Francis 

bathing a leper and to imagine the courage it took to get this 

close and intimate to a person with what, at the time of St. 

Francis, was believed to be a highly contagious disease and 

tenderly kissing a leper’s hands. 

We are invited to reflect on the lepers in today’s society and 

follow in the footsteps of St. Francis.  

 

 

Laura Chun, OFS 

 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/an-instrument-of-mercy/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/an-instrument-of-mercy/


 

 

 
 
  

Gospel for Sunday, May 6th & Reflection (here) from Franciscan University 

Love one another! 

Read John 15 (or the Gospel for 
May 6, 2018’s - John 15 9-17).  
 
While thinking about the following 
“Lecto” from the Catholic Prayer 
Bible page 1709.  
Chapter 10 emphasized faith, 
Chapter 15 emphasizes love.  
 
Disciples must remain with Jesus, 
and must bear fruit, must take care 
of each other. They are friends of 
each other. They are friends of 
Jesus, and then are friends of each 
other. They will have problems in 
the world, but they have the 
promise of the Holy Spirit who will 
defend the followers of Jesus. 
 
Reflect: In this gospel disciples are 
called not to love their enemies but 
to love each other, to love the 
members of the community. How 
can you possibly love or care for 
those who are outside your 
community unless you first love 
those who share your beliefs? 
 
Pray: Pay attention in your prayers 
to those who share your beliefs. 
Pray for the ability to be sensitive to 
those members of your community 
who need your help. 
 
Act: Perform some act of kindness 
for a member of your community of 
faith. Become a volunteer for some 
ministry in your church 

Gospel  Jn 15:9-17 (6th Sunday or Easter) 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
"As the Father loves me, so I also love you. Remain in 
my love. If you keep my commandments, you will 
remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father's 
commandments and remain in his love. 
 
"I have told you this so that my joy may be in you 
and your joy might be complete. This is my 
commandment: love one another as I love you. No one 
has greater love than this, to lay down one's life for 
one's friends. You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. I no longer call you slaves, 
because a slave does not know what his master is 
doing. 
 
I have called you friends, because I have told you 
everything I have heard from my Father. It was not you 
who chose me, but I who chose you and appointed you 
to go and bear fruit that will remain, so that whatever 
you ask the Father in my name he may give you. 
This I command you: love one another." 
 
(Gospel passage from the USCCB website.) 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/document/christian-love-is-active-love-homily-at-franciscan-university-1999-205
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/document/christian-love-is-active-love-homily-at-franciscan-university-1999-205
http://www.usccb.org/?utm_source=google-adwords&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Catholic%20Church


 

 

The Franciscan Love of Creation & Earth Day –  
 
Francis believed that he was called by Christ and the Gospel to be one with all people and all 
creation. We recognize Francis as a man of peace and, as Franciscans, we are called to live in 
kinship with creation, promoting peace and justice. Learn more on our Fraternity JPIC webpage.  
 
Please also see the Reflection on the environment from the April 22nd Mission San Luis Rey Parish 
Bulletin (reprinted below).  
 

 
 

http://www.slr-ofs.org/jpic.html
http://www.sanluisreyparish.org/images/article_images/bulletin042218.pdf


 

 

Reminders from our Formation Director 
 

Classes are held the Saturday before the meeting. Please call Sandy  
for more information or the latest Formation Newsletter, see our Formation webpage.  
 
God Bless,  
Sandy Baden, OFS  
Director of Formation 

 
 
 
Anniversaries of Profession 
 

May 4, 2003 - Jack S, Frances T. 
May 16, 1999 - Connie H, Scott H. 
 
A Reflection on the Theological and Liturgical foundations of the Secular 
Franciscan Profession is here.  
 

 
 
 
Birthdays 

 
May  4 Penny J. 
May  7 Patricia D. 
May 18 Edward U. 
 
 

 
 

Let us Pray for our brothers and sisters, especially: 
 

 
❖ For the safety of Donna our Minister in her travels on our busy 

freeways. 
❖ For Pope Francis, Bishop Robert McElroy, and all Diocesan 

Bishops for all of our pastors, priests, deacons and consecrated 
religious, including those in lay orders and institutes. 

❖ For the victims of war and terrorism throughout the world. 
❖ For all of our brothers and sisters served by our fraternity’s 

outreach program. 
❖ All of our Fraternity members, especially: our council, our 

brothers and sisters who are in formation, our elderly and or 
homebound who aren’t able come to our fraternity gatherings. 

❖ Members of all three Orders of the Franciscan Family who need our prayers. 
 

 

http://www.slr-ofs.org/an-invitation-from-our-formation-director.html
file:///C:/Users/laura/Documents/SLR-OFS%20Website/Content%20Files/profession-and-the-secular-franciscan%20-%20Theology.pdf
http://www.slr-ofs.org/from-pope-francis--the-vatican.html


 

 

A Reflection on the Franciscan Crown Rosary 
       

 
 
 
 
  

I have included this information on the “Franciscan Crown, or The Rosary of the Seven Joys of the 
Blesses Virgin Mary,” as the legend/story of the young Novice, (a person in the last stage of 
formation) always is a joy to read and meditate on. Also some of our Candidates may not have yet 
learned about our beautiful ‘Franciscan Crown Rosary’ This card, believe it or not, came in a book 
that I ordered from Amazon.com, I have one that I got years ago, but it is yet older than this one. It is 
from 1952, same year our fraternity was founded, and has all the indulgences that Pope Saint Pius 
the X had granted, but since then were removed by Vatican II. As you can read here, it is still a 
beautiful devotion, and carries the same indulgences as saying a five decade chaplet of the 
‘Dominican’ Rosary.           – Carol I, OFS 

https://franciscanmissionaries.com/7-decade-rosary/


 

 

Please also remember your donation envelope for the Common Fund.  The box 
will be waiting for you. 
 
NOTE: “Regarding expenses necessary for the life of the fraternity and the 
needs of worship, of the apostolate, and of charity, all the brothers and sisters 
should offer a contribution according to their means. Local fraternities should 
contribute toward the expenses of the higher fraternity councils.” (OFS rule 
article 25) 

 
                                   Or mail to: Eileen Costa 
 
 
                          

San Luis Rey - Fraternity Council 
 

 

Minister 
Donna Foley, OFS 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Secretary 
Newsletter Editor,  
Carol Imhoff, OFS 

 

Vice Minister 
Karron Esmonde, OFS 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Treasurer 
Eileen Costa, OFS 
 

 

Formation Director 
Sandy Baden, OFS 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Councilor 
Dorothy Mann, OFS 
 

 

Spiritual Assistant 
 
Sr. Madeline Fitzgerald, 
OSC 
 
 
 
 

 

Councilor,  
Web Designer 
Laura Chun, OFS 
 

  

http://www.slr-ofs.org/our-council.html

